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SERMON. 


He  Giveth  Snow  like  Wool.” — Ps.  cxlvii, — 16. 

We  are  taught  in  the  New  Church  that  all  nature  is 
a  theatre,  representative  of  the  Lord’s  Kingdom. 
The  invisible  things  of  the  Creator  are  seen  in  the 
things  that  are  made.  ■  The  spiritual  world  is  shadowed 
forth,  by  corresponding  images  in  the  natural  world. 

Now,  the  spiritual  world  is  a  great  world, — a  vast 
world, — a  mighty  world  :  for  it  includes  In  it  the  un¬ 
speakable  Perfections  of  the  Divine  Mind  ;  the  feelings 
and  desires  of  infinite  love,  mercy,  and  goodness  ; 
with  the  inexhaustible  multitude  of  truths  which  infi¬ 
nite  wisdom  produces  and  utters.  The  spiritual  world, 
therefore,  is  the  world  of  causes,  for  out  of  it  comes 
forth  every  thing  that  is  made  ;  while  the  living  forces 
which  propel  nature,  keeping  her  in  motion,  are  nothing 
less  than  the  faculties  and  powers  of  the  Divine  Mind 
displayed  in  the  ultimate  or  lowest  plane  of  their  action. 
The  Order  and  Laiv  observed  and  manifested  in  nature 
are  the  System,  of  Logic  and  the  System  of  Mathe¬ 
matics  which  are  the  product  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  put 
into  force  and  embodied  in  action. 
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The  Spiritual  world  includes,  too,  all  heaven.  That 
superior  order  of  manhood  and  womanhood  which  is 
developed  among  the  angels,  with  all  the  forms  in  which 
the  mutual  love  and  instructed  wisdom  of  the  good 
display  themselves  in  those  happy  communities,  whose 
inhabitants  are  so  much  more  numerous  than  any  of 
the  populations  of  earth. 

It  includes,  also,  all  mankind  ;  i.  e.,  all  men  as  to 
their  mental  part :  for  every  man  is  a  spirit  as  to  his 
interior  constitution,  and  momentarily  endowed  by  His 
Creator  with  an  immortal,  indestructible  life. 

On  reflection,  therefore,  we  see  how  immense  the 
spiritual  universe  of  the  Lord  is,  and  hence,  how  mani¬ 
fold,  how  numerous,  how  beautiful,  and  how  useful, 
are  the  things  exhibited  in  nature,  as  soon  as  the 
meaning  of  her  forms  is  rightly  understood  ; — and 
how  elevating, — how  instructive,  and  how  transcend- 
ently  important  the  study  of  them  must  be  !  For  it 
is  the  Intelligence  of  God  meeting  the  intelligence  of 
man, — enlightening  him — and  lifting  him  up  towards 
Himself. 

In  the  Word  of  God  the  same  truths  are  taught  that 
are  taught  in  nature.  Here,  in  the  Book,  they  are 
written  ; — told  and  described  in  human  language, — that 
they  may  reach  the  mind  through  the  ear ,  and  be  con¬ 
formed  to  and  obeyed.  There , — in  the  outward  world, 
they  are  given  in  diagram  ;  drawn  out  in  chart  and 
picture ;  manifested  in  operation  ;  put  on  exhibition 
before  the  eye , — that  the  understanding  may  be  delighted 
with  them,  and  the  rational  faculty  illustrated. 
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When  we  come  to  study  this  imagery  as  it  is,  behold¬ 
ing  it  in  the  light  of  its  spiritual  law,  we  find  order 
and  law,  and  beauty  and  harmony  in  it,  as  we  do  in 
all  the  rest  of  the  Creator’s  works.  The  analogies  and 
comparisons  of  Sacred  Scripture  are  not  like  similar 
things  in  human  literature  ;  are  not  poetic  figures,  or 
apt  metaphors,  or  happy  illustrations,  as  such  things 
are  conceived  of  in  the  minds  of  men.  The  symbolism 
of  Scripture  has  a  higher  origin  and  a  deeper  founda¬ 
tion  than  all  this.  The  emblems  which  it  employs  are 
real  types  of  the  things  that  are  set  forth.  The  visible 
object  in  nature  was  meant  by  the  Creator  when  it  was 
made — to  be  an  image  of  the  Spiritual  truth  or  quality 
which  it  represents,  and  therefore  is  used  in  His  Word 
as  a  symbol  of  that  truth  or  quality.  Hence,  there  is 
a  fixed  relationship  between  the  type  and  the  thing 
typified,  which  never  changes.  There  is  a  permanent, 
constitutional  analogy  existing  between  them,  which 
remains  the  same  from  age  to  age.  Hence  the  symbol¬ 
ism  of  Scripture  never  wears  out, — never  becomes 
obsolete  ;  but  unfolds  constantly  greater  light  and  pro¬ 
founder  wisdom  the  more  it  is  studied,  and  the  further 
its  particulars  arc  explored. 

So  with  the  emblem  in  our  text.  “  He  Giveth  Snow 
like  Wool.” 

Snoiv  is  employed  in  the  Bible  as  a  symbol  of 
revealed  truth  ; — as  a  symbol  of  that  instruction  which 
the  Lord  sheds  down  upon  man  out  of  His  Word. 
And  a  beautiful  and  striking  emblem  it  is.  For  the 
snow  comes  down  to  us  from  above, — out  of  the 
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heavenly  spaces,  and,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  invisible 
and  unknown.  For,  if  we  look  up  into  the  sky  in  a 
fair  day  we  can  see  no  place  from  which  the  snow  might 
come.  It  is  produced  from  colorless  and  frequently 
invisible  vapors  of  the  atmosphere.  The  invisible,  by- 
change  of  state  becoming  visible.  And  this  is  the  way 
with  God’s  truth.  It  comes  down  to  us  from  above  ; — 
through  heaven  from  the  Lord ;  coming  from  the 
invisible, — as  it  descends  to  man,  it  puts  on  a  form  and 
enters  the  visible  world. 

Now  this  analogy  is  clear  and  simple,  and  appears 
rationally  true  ;  but  how  can  we  be  a  little  more  certain 
that  this  is  actually  its  meaning  ?  '  Confirmation  of  this 
is  abundant  in  the  Scripture  itself.  Thus,  in  the  pas¬ 
sage  where  the  text  occurs,  it  begins — “  He  sendeth 
forth  His  Commandment  upon  earth  ;  His  Word  run¬ 
neth  very  swiftly ;  He  giveth  snow  like  wool."  His 
Commandments ,  and  His  Word  come  down  to  men  as 
the  snow  cometh.  And  again,  in  Isaiah, — “  For  as  the 
rain  cometh  down,  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and 
returneth  not  thither,  so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth 
forth  out  of  my  mouth.”  Again, — “  My  Doctrine  shall 
drop  as  the  rain,  my  speech  shall  distill  as  the  dew, — 
because  I  will  publish  the  name  of  Jehovah.”  Thus, 
as  we  see,  the  analogy  is  distinctly  declared  in  Scripture 
to  exist,  which  is  the  case  with  nearly  every  one  of  the 
spiritual  correspondences  or  Biblical  emblems  ;  their 
meaning,  or  the  sense  in  which  they  are  employed, 
is  clearly  manifest  from  the  Scriptures  themselves. 

But,  the  Word  of  God  is  compared,  to  a  great  variety 
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of  things.  A  large  number  of  objects  in  nature  are 
used  to  symbolize  revealed  truth  and  its  operations. 
It  is  compared  to  light,  and  to  water, — to  a  rock,  and 
sometimes  to  seeds  that  are  put  into  the  ground.  How 
are  we  to  distinguish  ?  And  where  is  the  use  of  calling 
this  truth  snoiv?  It  symbolizes  one  form  of  truth  ;  or, 
rather,  one  single  or  peculiar  set  of  f  unctions  which  the 
truth  performs.  And  this  will  be  illustrated  by  con¬ 
sidering  a  moment  the  origin  of  snow.  Snow  and  rain 
are  mentioned  together  in  Isaiah — and  both  mean 
Instruction  coming  down  to  us  from  heaven,  through 
the  medium  of  the  written  Word.  They  are  both  com¬ 
posed  of  water,  and  water  is  the  emblem  of  purifying 
truth  derived  from  the  Scripture.  The  only  difference 
between  rain  and  snotv  is  one  of  temperature.  If  the 
warmth  of  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  vapor  con¬ 
denses  is  above  a  certain  point,  it  falls  as  rain;  if  it  is 
beloiv  that  point,  it  is  precipitated  as  snow.  Here,  then, 
we  find  the  key  to  its  special  spiritual  meaning.  Mate¬ 
rial  snow  is  rain  received  in  cold  states  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  atmosphere.  And  spiritual  snow,  therefore,  is 
heavenly  instruction — or  instruction  in  sacred  and 
divine  things  received  into  a  cold  sphere, — received  into 
cold  or  indifferent  states  of  mind, — before  it  is  united 
to  good,  or  before  the  affections  have  become  warmed 
towards  it, — when  it  falls  upon  wintry  states  in  the 
Church.  It  does  not  come  forth  from  the  Lord  as 
snow,  it  does  not  exist  in  heaven  as  snow, — it  is  the 
colder  atmosphere  of  human  thought  and  human  feel¬ 
ing  that  changes  its  form  and  converts  it  into  snow. 
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We  have  seen  the  snow  compared  to  love,  and  charity, 
and  faith,  and  all  the  brighter  and  better  excellencies 
of  the  Christian  life  and  character, — but  these  are 
only  fallacious  analogies — mistaken  comparisons, — in 
reality  it  symbolizes  only  the  negation  of  active  life, 
and  warmth  and  growth.  It  is  a  phenomenon  of 
Winter ,  and  docs  not  belong  to  the  Spring  or  Summer. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  read,  in  the  light  of  Scripture, 
some  of  the  lessons  that  are  taught  us  by  the  snow. 

Although  the  holy  truths  written  in  God’s  Word  do 
fall  into  the  understanding  of  man  while  his  heart 
remains  cold  towards  them,  yet  the  quality  of  the  truth 
is  not  changed  thereby.  All  its  intrinsic  elements 
remain  the  same.  It  puts  on  a  new  form,  indeed,  in 
order  that  it  may  do  a  new  work  or  perform  a  new 
function,  but  its  essential  composition  is  the  same.  It 
always  gives  testimony  of  its  origin.  It  is  always  the 
same  bright  and  pure  truth,  however  man  may  treat 
or  reject  it.  It  contains  that  locked  up  within  its  sepa¬ 
rate  lessons  that  would  flow  forth,  and  water  man, 
fructifying  his  life  and  his  soul,  rendering  him  rich  and 
productive  in  heavenly  things,  if  only  he  would  open 
his  heart  and  allow  it  to  flow  in,  receiving  it  in  love. 

And  how  beautifully  and  strikingly  all  these  things 
are  exhibited  in  the  snow.  So  clear  and  white  as  to 
have  become  an  acknowledged  emblem  of  purity  and 
spotlessness.  Glittering  in  the  sunshine,  as  it  lays 
spread  out  over  the  land,  capable  of  being  lighted  up 
with  a  whiteness  of  the  most  dazzling  brilliancy,  and 
giving  rise  to  scenes  of  the  utmost  splendor.  Covering 
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the  fields  with  a  mantle  and  clothing  the  forest  in  a 
drapeiy  so  rich  and  graceful  as  to  have  become  the 
delightful  theme  of  the  poet,  and  the  prose  writer. 
While  on  the  tops  of  high  hills  or  the  peaks  of 
mountains  its  inimitable  whiteness  sometimes  takes  on 
from  the  sunlight  mellow  and  brilliant  hues  of  red  and 
purple. 

And  then  when  we  turn  to  its  minuter  forms,  how 
beautiful  and  interesting  they  become  !  The  snow 
flalce  has  been  ever  an  object  of  study,  and  men  have 
learned  to  examine  with  a  new  delight  the  wonderful 
crystals  of  which  they  are  composed.  So  it  is  with 
God’s  truth  everywhere — with  all  the  teachings  of 
His  Word — the  more  closely  we  examine  them, — the 
more  we  open  their  meaning,  the  more  beautiful  and 
the  more  wonderful  do  they  always  become.  And 
these  snow  crystals  give  a  beautiful  and  striking  exam- 
pie  of  the  harmony  and  coincidence  that  exist  between 
the  different  laws  of  correspondence — and  how  they 
all  fall  together  into  one. 

There  is  also  a  symbolism  of  numbers  in  the  Bible. 
And  numbers  are  employed  in  a  significative  sense. 
The  number  six  is  employed  in  connection  with  truths 
and  used  to  designate  truth  in  a  similar  order  and 
degree  that  snoiu  represents  it — that  is — truth  before  it 
has  done  its  purifying  and  invigorating  work  on  the 
mind.  Thus  the  prohibitory  commandments,  which 
forbid  doing  evil  to  the  neighbor,  are  six  in  number  ; 
in  Proverbs  we  are  told  there  are  six  things  which  the 
Lord  hates.  Because  He  is  figuratively  said  to  hate 
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those  things  in  man  which  His  commandments  forbid. 
Job  says,  the  Lord  will  deliver  us  out  of  six  troubles  ; 
because  there  are  six  days  of  labor  or  temptation  which 
precede  the  seventh  day,  or  Sabbath  of  rest.  Each  of 
the  Cherubims  which  the  Prophet  saw,  had  six  wings 
about  him.  The  manna  in  the  wilderness  was  gath¬ 
ered  in  six  days,  only.  And  at  the  marriage  in  Cana 
of  Galilee,  when  our  Lord  was  about  to  begin  His 
miraculous  works,  we  read  that  there  were  set  there  six 
water-pots  of  stone,  after  the  manner  of  the  purifying 
of  the  Jews.  Now  the  snow  represents  truth  in  the 
same  state  and  function  that  the  number  six  does. 
And  so,  in  accordance  with  this  correspondence,  we 
find  that  when  the  snow  crystals  fall,  they  always 
assume  the  hexagonal  form.  Their  angles  of  crystali- 
zation  are  angles  of  sixty  degrees — being  one-sixth  of 
a  complete  circle, — giving  always  a  six-sided  crystal, — 
or  like  a  star  of  six  arms  or  rays.  This  is  the  one  form. 
Where  forms  differing  slightly  from  this  are  sometimes 
observed,  they  are  imperfect  forms — either  broken  in 
their  fall,  or  incompletely  crystalized. 

Thus,  are  the  symbols  of  the  Bible  carved  as  hiero¬ 
glyphics  on  the  face  of  Nature,  and  the  law  of  Corres¬ 
pondences  is  wrought  into  her  organic  forms. 

Now,  it  is  as  an  emblem  of  the  purity  of  truth  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Lord,  that  the  snow  is  frequently  used  in 
the  Bible. 

“  Purge  me  with  hyssop  and  I  shall  be  clean,  Wash 
me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.” 
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“  Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet  yet  they  shall  be 
whiter  than  snow, — though  they  be  as  crimson,  yet 
they  shall  become  as  wool.” 

So,  too,  the  angels  are  sometimes  seen  similarly  clad, 
to  denote  the  purity  of  the  truth  by  which  they  are 
enlightened.  Thus  of  the  angel  who  appeared  at  the 
sepulchre,  it  is  said,  that,  his  appearance  was  like  light¬ 
ning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow.” 

But,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  only  the  most  external 
things  of  our  Lord  and  the  angels  are  compared  to 
snow  ; — the  outside  garments,  or,  the  hair  of  the  head — 
that  appendage  of  the  body  which  receives  the  least  of 
the  circulation  flowing  from  the  heart ,  and  which,  there¬ 
fore,  possesses  the  least  amount  of  animation  or  vitality. 
For  snow  is  cold  ;  and  all  these  things  are  spoken  of 
truth  as  it  exists  in  its  own  abstract  purity.  And  all 
the  splendors  of  material  snow, — in  its  wonderful  little 
crystals,  or  where  it  is  spread  over  the  whole  land¬ 
scape,  are  only  so  many  images  of  the  beauty,  the 
variety,  and  the  inherent  attractiveness  of  holy  truth  as 
intellectually  seen  and  admired,  before  it  has  been  melted 
down  so  as  to  make  its  proper  impression  upon  the 
heart.  Revealed  truth, — rightly  understood,  and  ra¬ 
tionally  appreciated,  is  a  delightful  thing  for  tli e  -under- 
standing  to  behold  ;  to  turn  it  over,  and  view  it  in  its 
various  aspects  and  relations, — to  see  its  harmony,  and 
its  nice  adaptations  to  the  wants  of  man’s  life,  gives  a 
certain  satisfaction  to  the  mind,  and  affords  enjoyment 
and  nourishment  to  the  reason. 

But,  an  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  truth  by 
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the  reason ,  may ,  you  know,  after  all,  leave  a  man  cold, 
and  unproductive,  unfruitful  as  to  the  practical  life. 

The  rain  is  received  by  the  earth  directly  into  its 
bosom, — absorbed, — drawn  in,  as  a  thirsty  man  drinks 
water, — taken  in  out  of  sight,  and  immediately  turned 
to  its  uses,  where  it  goes  to  nourish  and  refresh  the 
plants,  the  vegetables,  the  trees,  that  are  growing  in 
the  soil.  While  the  snow  is  stopped  on  the  surface, — 
kept  out  in  open  sight, — piled  up  in  view, — arrested  in 
its  course  :  and  who  knows  how  long  it  may  stay  there 
and  freeze  ;  or  how  soon  it  will  thaw  ? 

So, — we  receive  instruction  in  the  precepts  of  holy 
truth — differently  at  different  times.  When  we  are  in 
right  states, — when  it  is  mental  spring,  or  mental  sum¬ 
mer  with  us, — when  the  sunshine  of  the  Lord’s  love 
and  goodness  are  able  to  warm  up  our  feelings,  and 
bring  into  activity  some  vitalized  affections  of  reverence 
for  him,  and  of  charity  and  love  towards  the  neigh¬ 
bor, — and  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  desire  to  do  it,  are 
present  with  us, — then  we  take  the  truth  right  in.  We 
allow  it  to  go  into  the  will.  We  absorb  it  at  once 
into  the  affections,  sending  it  forth  into  the  circulations 
of  the  life,  that  it  may  penetrate  as  vital  sap,  to  the 
roots  of  all  the  good  and  true  things, — all  the  heavenly 
things,  that  are  planted  and  growing  in  the  soil  of  the 
soul.  Thus,  we  set  it  at  once  to  the  performance  of  its 
uses,  and  when  we  do  so  it  never  fails  to  give  evidence 
of  its  presence  and  its  power  in  the  freshened  and  im¬ 
proved  vitality  of  our  lives. 

But, — we  do  not  always  receive  it  so.  More  often, 
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I  fear,  we  receive  it  quite  otherwise.  I  fear  that  we 
live  in  a  northerly  latitude  in  the  spiritual ,  as  well  as 
in  the  natural  world.  Some  of  our  mental  winters  are 
very  long  and  severe  : — so  long  and  so  severe  that  the 
tenderest  plants  of  the  Lord’s  garden.,  and  its  most 
valuable  and  precious  fruits  cannot  live  and  grow 
among  us, — while  those  hardier  plants  which  seem 
better  fitted  to  the  climate,  not  uufrequently  find  it 
difficult  to  survive  the  protracted  coldness  to  which 
our  habits  of  mind  subject  them. 

While  we  are  thus,  the  instruction  we  receive  does 
not  immediately  sink  into  our  hearts.  We  do  not  love 
it  enough  to  put  it  at  once  into  practice.  We  arrest  it 
while  it  is  yet  in  the  understanding,  before  it  is  absorbed 
into  the  will.  We  keep  it  up  in  sight,  before  the  mind. 
We  pile  it  up  in  the  memory.  We  gaze  upon  it.  We 
ride  through  it  intellectually.  Wc  think  it  over.  At 
times  we  are  delighted  with  it,  enjoying  its  beauties 
very  much.  But  still, — we  keep  it  out  of  doors — away 
from  our  cisterns,  and  above  the  ground.  We  omit  to 
obey  it,  or  apply  it  to  life. 

Thus  we  shovel  the  snow, — we  wade  in  snow,  and 
have  our  ways  not  uufrequently  blocked  up  by  snow. 

Now,  the  lesson  of  all  this  is — that  we  ought  not  to 
become  worshipers  of  the  snow,  with  a  desire  to  abide 
and  remain  in  it ;  for  the  mental  winter,  unlike  the  out¬ 
ward  one,  is  a  season  of  our  own  procuring,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  be  diminished  in  severity,  or  brought  to  an 
end  by  our  own  acts,  and  at  our  own  will  and  pleasure. 
We  can  turn  round,  and  bring  ourselves  face  to  face 
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with  the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  placing  us  under  the 
direct  influence  of  His  rays,  at  any  time  when  we 
choose  to  put  our  Highest  convictions  of  duty  into 
effect. 

Meanwhile, — there  are  certain  positive  and  l'ealuses 
that  are  performed  by  the  snow.  Though  a  phenome¬ 
non  of  winter,  it  does  not  produce  the  winter,  but  is 
produced  by  it.  And  its  operation  is  not  to  increase 
the  rigors  of  that  season,  but  to  meet  and  modify  them  : 
diminishing  their  ill  effects  and  to  some  extent  render¬ 
ing  them  abortive,  in  their  otherwise  destructive 
results.  The  snow  does  not  come  first,  bringing  the 
cold  after  it ;  but  the  cold  comes  first,  and  then,  when 
that  begins  to  pinch  and  to  freeze,  the  snow  is  given, 
through  the  cold, — on  account  of  it, — in  consequence 
of  it. 

lie  giveth  snow  like  wool.  Like  wool !  Though  in 
itself  cold,  yet  there  is  after  all  a  degree  of  warmth 
derivable  from  it.  It  is  showered  down  upon  the  earth 
in  soft  and  downy  flakes  like  wool,  until  it  covers 
nature  all  over  and  wraps  it  round  like  a  fleece.  It  is 
the  winter  clothing  of  the  field  and  the  forest,  given 
immediately  from  the  hand  of  Divine  Providence,  lest 
the  warmth  still  stored  up  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth 
from  the  Sun  of  Summer  should  escape,  and  be  dissi¬ 
pated  and  lost.  As  the  wool  protects  the  sheep,  shield¬ 
ing  it  from  the  cold  and  preserving  its  life,  so  does  the 
snow ‘protect  the  ground,  shielding  it  from  the  frosts 
and  the  blasts  which  are  colder  than  itself,  and  pre¬ 
serving  the  innumerable  forms  of  life  that  lie  hidden 
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beneath  the  surface.  All  vegetation  needs  this  cover¬ 
ing  to  preserve  its  life.  The  trees  and  the  grass 
require  it  to  prevent  the  cold  from  penetrating  and 
destroying  the  germs  of  life  stored  in  their  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  hybernating  animals  need  it,  to  protect 
them ,  and  keep  them  from  freezing  to  death.  While 
the  innumerable  forms  of  insect  life,  which  winter 
in  the  ground,  living  there  dormant  until  the  spring 
returns  to  revive  them,  require  the  same,  to  carry 
them  through  the  season  and  preserve  them  in 
being. 

What  would  become  of  our  stately  forests,  yielding 
wood  and  timber  ?  What  would  become  of  our  broad 
and  green  meadows,  whereon  in  summer  time  our 
flocks  and  herds  graze  and  feed  ?  What  would  become 
of  our  rich  crops  of  winter  grain  ? — if,  only  for  a  few 
successive  years  the  snows  should  cease,  and  their  roots 
in  the  ground  be  exposed — unprotected,  to  the  frosts 
and  chill  blasts  of  a  number  of  our  long  winters  ? 

All  would  be  killed,  and  destroyed.  And  then, — 
What  would  become  of  the  men  and  the  beasts  that  are 
dependent  upon  them  ?  We  should  be  obliged  to  flee 
away  from  the  region  ;  we  could  not  live  here. 

But, — as  it  is, — there,  under  the  comparatively  warm 
blanket  o’f  the  snow,  all  these  forms  can  lie  and  wait, 
sleeping  and  resting,  until  the  night  is  gone  and  the 
winter  is  past,  when  the  song  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in 
the  land, — and  the  spring-coming  wakes  them  up,  and 
they  go  forth  again  to  their  work. 

When  the  warmth  revives  the  snow  melts, — and 
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sinking  into  the  earth’s  bosom,  goes  to  give  it  moisture, 
watering  its  roots,  and  ministering  as  ready  nourish¬ 
ment  to  all  its  growths.  The  snow  is  ever  ready  to 
change  its  form,  and  water  the  earth,  just  as  soon  as 
there  is  sunshine  enough  to  permit  it,  and  when  its 
presence  is  no  longer  needed  on  the  surface. 

Now, — “  as  the  rain  cometli  down,  and  the  snow  from 
heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the 
earth,  and  maketh  it  to  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it 
may  give  seed  to  the  sower ,  and  bread  to  the  eater , — so, 
shall  my  word  be, — the  Lord  says — that  goeth  forth 
out  of  mv  mouth.” 

J 

What,  if  the  Lord’s  Word,  which  lie  sends  down  to 
us,  does  not  always  fall  in  exactly  with  our  present 
state  of  feeling  ?  What,  if  there  is  a  coldness  about 
us  in  respect  to  it,  which  disinclines  us  to  heeding  it 
at  once  and  putting  it  in  practice  ?  What,  if  the  heart 
does  not  immediately  open  and  drink  it  in,  as  the  earth 
sometimes  takes  in  the  mild  and  warm  rain  ?  Are  we 
thence,  to  give  over  receiving  it  ?  Are  we  to  stop  read¬ 
ing  the  Word, — stop  seeking  instruction,  stop  attend¬ 
ing  the  sanctuary  and  hearing  the  Word,  and  offering 
up  our  devotions  to  the  Heavenly  Father  ?  Shall  we 
stop  preaching  the  Word,  when  men  no  longer  warmly, 
but  only  coldly  receive  it  ? 

Not  so  is  the  lesson  which  the  snow  reads  us.  We 
must  neither  cease  learning,  nor  cease  preaching.  For, 
as  we  read,  His  Word  is  sent  down  in  order  that  it 
may  furnish  seed  to  the  sower,  as  well  as  bread  for  the 
eater ;  and  his  Word  will  remain  with  us — and  en- 
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velop  us,  and  wrap  us  round,  performing  for  us  the 
functions  of  snow ,  if  we  have  not  love  enough  or 
warmth  enough  in  us  to  give  it  the  reception  and 
invite  it  to  the  uses  of  rain. 

Spiritually  and  mentally  there  is  a  revolution  of  the 
seasons  with  us.  We  come  at  times  to  wintry  states, 
even  when  our  general  religious  purpose  is  pretty 
strong,  and  when  many  of  our  feelings  are  warmed  with 
sentiments  of  love  and  duty  to  God,  and  of  usefulness 
to  men.  We  vibrate  to  the  colder  side,  and  turn  our 
hearts  obliquely  to  the  Lord  and  His  Church. 

Now  the  danger  at  such  times  is  that  we  may  go  too 
•far.  This  is  always  the  danger.  That  we  allow  our 
chilly  moods  too  much  sway  over  us  ;  leading  us  to  neg¬ 
lect  accustomed  duties.  When  we  fall  away  a  little  in 
feeling,  we  are  apt,  too,  to  hill  away  in  act.  The  things 
which  we  do  not  feel  a  warm,  or  a  present  interest  in 
doing,  we  are  apt  to  leave  undone  ;  thinking  that  we 
will  come  to  them,  or  return  to  them,  when  we  love 
them,  or  when  our  interest  in  them  returns. 

But  this  is  all  wrong.  We  should  keep  up  the  usage, 
keep  up  the  act,  in  order  to  preserve  the  love,  and  in 
time  cause  the  drooping  interest  to  revive. 

We  should  read  the  Word  daily,  practice  our  family 
and  our  personal  devotions,  attend  the  sanctuary,  join 
the  offering  of  prayer  and  praise,  listen  to  the  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  seek  the  ordinances  of  the  Church,  as  at 
other  times,  and  in  other  moods.  For  all  these  exer¬ 
cises  provide  for  us  that  form  of  precious  truth,  and 
that  species  of  instruction  which  our  state  requires. 
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It  is  the  snow  which  the  Lord  gives  ;  a  snow  that  is 
like  wool,  and  which  affords  the  covering  and  protec¬ 
tion  that  our  soul  needs.  Preventing  the  spiritual 
warmth  and  vitality  which  we  have  remaining  in  us, 
from  escaping  and  being  lost. 

If  we  do,  as  the  earth  does, — remain  steadfast  in 
our  orbit  while  the  cold  lasts,  pursuing  the  even  path 
of  duty  His  precepts  require, — the  spring  will  at  length 
return,  and  all  will  come  right.  Our  Heavenly  Father 
will  give  us  his  sunshine.  Ere  long  lie  will  endow 
us  with  more  love,  and  gift  us  with  a  revival  of  feeling. 
We  shall  come  round  to  a  state  in  which  we  shall  love 
the  Lord’s  precepts — not  only  as  well  as  we  did  before, 
but  better  than  we  ever  did  before.  Our  interest  in 
all  things  of  the  Church,  and  in  every  department  of 
Christian  duty  will  be  freshened  and  renewed,  with  an 
increase  of  emotion  and  life  ;  while  the  whole  spiritual 
landscape  will  assume  a  brightness, — and  all  the  way 
which  leads  towards  heaven,  and  up,  into  eternal  life, 
will  look  pleasanter,  more  inviting,  and  more  delightful 
to  be  pursued  than  ever. 

And  then,  too,  we  shall  find  that  everything  living 
in  us  has  been  preserved.  We  shall  find  that  by  keep¬ 
ing  ourselves  thus  under  the  influence  of  holy  teaching 
and  holy  training, — though  the  heart  did  wander,  its 
earlier  possessions  were  mercifully  kept  alive.  That 
though  they  have  been  dormant  they  are  not  lost. 
Everything  good  and  heavenly, — whether  endowed 
with  little  vitality  or  with  much, — every  plant  the 
heavenly  Father  has  planted — every  truly  living  prin- 
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ciple  witli  which  the  soul  has  been  endowed  in  other 
days, — has  been  kept  in  life — under  the  soil, — and  now 
revives — through  the  Divine  mercy — to  add  to  our  joy, 
to  minister  to  our  nourishment,  to  build  up  our 
strength,  and  to  fill  our  hearts  and  our  minds  with  new 
thankfulness  and  praise. 

“  For  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy, 

And  be  led  forth  in  peace. 

The  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth 
before  you  into  singing, 

And  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall 
clap  their  hands.” 
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